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to a fool.   The princess, having known her husband from
his boyhood, declines to believe in his reputed learning.
King Ratnaketu learns that his minister, though able to
win over every one, has failed to win the heart of his own
wife, and, curious to see the woman who could not be won
by so charming and learned a husband, invites himself to
dinner at their house. To frustrate the king's curiosity, the
princess wears, in turn, three different dresses, and the
king fails to ascertain which of the three ladies serving
him is his minister's wife.
The king's curiosity remains unabated. He gives orders
that his minister's wife should come and sing at a festival
held outside the town in honour of the guardian deity. The
princess makes what she thinks an impossible condition.
461 will sing only if my husband plays an instrument in
accompaniment!" says she. To her surprise, the condition
is accepted. The minister plays upon the instrument to
perfection, and she has to sing. The people are transport-
ed with joy at the skill of both, and the king has them car-
ried in a procession through the city.
During the procession, the princess loses her ring. And
for the first time after their marriage Saubhagyamanjari
speaks to her husband, when she asks him to find it.
Srivatsa goes back in search of the ring, but is inadvertently
locked out of the city at night. Being in a hurry to return
to his wife, he tries to enter the city through a gutter, and,
in doing so, is bitten by a snake.
A courtesan, who sees what has befallen him, takes him
to her house and cures him of the snake-bite. Srivatsa,
in return, promises to grant any favour she might ask.
The hetaira demands that he should live with her as her
paramour, and, as a man of honour, he has to keep
his promise. Unwilling to take risks, the woman ties round
his foot a charm which immediately turns him into a
peacock.
Peacock by day and paramour by night, poor Srivatsa
leads a  miserable   existence*    One day,   Srivatsa,   the
'"peacock, flies to his own terrace, and hears Saubhagya-
manjari bewailing the loss of a husband whom she has
come to love too late.   On  the following day, he again
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